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Although a beautiful ÿower 
long admired by gardeners, 
song-writers and poets, ox-

eye daisy (Chrysanthemum leucan-
themum) is an invasive weed which 
is becoming an increasing problem 
on western rangelands. Oxeye daisy 
has recently been added to the state-
wide noxious weed list. Montanans 
must understand the biology and 
ecology of this plant so it can be 
properly managed in this state as it 
continues to spread.

Identiþcation and biology
Oxeye daisy is a perennial member 
of the Asteraceae family, the same 
family as sunÿower (Helianthus 
annuus). Oxeye daisy looks like 
the typical daisy. Flower heads are 
borne individually on the tops of 
long slender stems. Flowers are 
1.5 to 2 inches across, with yellow 
centers, and 20 to 30 white pet-
als radiating from the center (Fig. 
1). The petals are slightly notched 
at the tip. Stems grow 1 to 3 feet 
tall and are smooth, frequently 
grooved and sometimes branch 
near the top. Leaves progressively 
decrease in size upward on the 
stem. Basal and lower leaves are 
lance-shaped with òtoothedó mar-
gins and petioles that may be as 
long as the leaves. The upper leaves 
are alternately arranged, narrow 
and often clasp the stem. Seeds are 
brown to black in color, 1/16 of an 

Figure 1. Oxeye daisy stems, 
leaves and ÿowers 

Figure  2.  Seeds have 8 to 10 
white ridges down the side

inch long, and have 8 to 10 white 
ridges down the side (Fig. 2). The 
plant has branched rhizomes and 
strong adventitious roots. Scentless 
chamomile (Matricaria maritima) 
and Shasta daisy (Chrysanthemum 
maximum) look very similar to ox-
eye daisy. However, chamomile is 
an annual plant with smaller ÿow-
ers and much more þnely dissected 
leaves. Shasta daisy usually grows 6 
to 12 inches taller than oxeye daisy 
and has larger ÿower heads.

Oxeye daisy ÿowers in June 
through August. The plant is a 
proliþc seed producer; a single, 
healthy, robust plant produces up to 
26,000 seeds. Reproduction occurs 
primarily through seed dispersal 
and germination, although spread-
ing rootstalks contribute to its 
propagation. Seeds may be viable 
ten days after the ÿower blossoms 
and are dispersed close to the parent 
plant. Germination occurs through-
out the growing season, but most 
new seedlings emerge in spring. 
Seeds that do not germinate in the 




